The journal of the Institute of Medical Ethics

The Journal of Medical Ethics was established in 1975, with a multidisciplinary editorial board, to promote the study of contemporary
medico-moral problems. The editorial board has as its aims the encouragement of a high academic standard for this ever-developing subject
and the enhancement of professional and public discussion. The journal is published quarterly and includes papers on all aspects of health
care ethics, analyses ethical concepts and theories and features case conferences and comment on clinical practice. Intermittent series focus
on the Teaching of medical ethics; on the medico-moral problems directly experienced by health care workers (At the coalface); on the
pursuit of arguments prompted by papers in the journal (Debate); on medical ethics in literature (Medical ethics and literature); and
on briefly argued often unorthodox opinions related to medical ethics (Point of view). The journal also contains book reviews and letters.

Editorial Board

EDITOR:
Dr Raanan Gillon, general practitioner and philosopher, St Mary’s
Hospital Medical School/Imperial College, London University

CONSULTING EDITORS:
Sir Douglas Black, physician, Manchester University, UK
Professor Robin Downie, moral philosopher, Glasgow University, UK

CHAIRMAN, EDITORIAL BOARD:
Professor Thomas Oppe, paediatrician, St Mary’s Hospital Medical
School, London UK

EDITORIAL ASSOCIATE:
Dr Anthony Hope, psychiatrist, leader, Oxford Practice Skills Project,
Oxford University, UK

Dr Susan Bewley,
Hospital, London, UK
Dr Kenneth Boyd, historian, chaplain, University of Edinburgh, UK
Professor Margaret Brazier, medical lawyer, Manchester University, UK
Professor Els Borst-Eilers, physician, chair of National Health Ethics and
Law Committee, The Hague, the Netherlands

Professor Anthony Culyer, medical economist, Pro-Vice Chancellor,
University of York, UK

Dr Louise de Raeve, nurse, philosopher, University College, Swansea, UK
Professor John Haldane, philosopher, University of St Andrews, UK
Professor R M Hare, philosopher, Universities of Oxford, UK and Florida,
USA

Professor John Harris, philosopher, Manchester University, UK

Professor Roger Higgs, general practitioner, and Head of Department of
General Practice, King’s College, London, UK

Professor Margot Jefferys, medical sociologist, University of London, UK
Rabbi Fulia Neuberger, Chair, Camden Community Health Council,
London, UK

Dr Allyson Pollock, public health physician, St George’s Hospital,
London, UK

Professor Alain Pompidou, pathologist, member of European parliament,
France

Dr Octavi Quintana, Chairman, Council of European Steering
Committee for Bioethics, Madrid, Spain

The very reverend Edward Shotter, Dean of Rochester, Institute of Medical
Ethics Amulree Fellow, UK

Professor Robert Williamson, molecular biochemist, St Mary’s Hospital
Medical School, Imperial College, London, UK

EX-OFFICIO:

Dr Richard Smith, editor, British Medical Journal, UK

Professor Richard West, postgraduate medical dean, Bristol University,
UK, general secretary, Institute of Medical Ethics, UK

Editorial Advisory Board

Professor Kare Berg, physician, Chairman, Institute of Medical Genetics,
University of Oslo, Norway

Dr Bela Blasszauer, medical lawyer, Medical University of Pecs, Hungary
Dr Mudr Martin Bojar, neurologist, Charles University, Prague, Czech
Republic

Judge Christian Byk, medical lawyer and magistrate, Paris, France
Professor Alastair Campbell, theologian, Director, Centre for Bioethics,
University of Otago, New Zealand

obstetrician/gynaecologist, University College

Dr Roger Crisp, philosopher, St Anne’s College, Oxford University, UK
Professor Fernando da Rocha, philosopher, Universidade Federal do Rio
Grande do Sul, Brazil

Dr Dolores Dooley, philosopher, University College, Cork, Ireland
Professor H E Emson, pathologist, Royal University Hospital, Saskatoon,
Canada

Dr Calliope C S Farsides, philosopher, University of Keele, UK

Ms Tina Garanis-Papadotos, medical laywer, Athens School of Public
Health, Greece

Dr Shimon Glick, physician, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Israel
Professor Zaki Hasan, physician, Vice Chancellor, Bagai University,
Karachi, Pakistan

Dr Neuville Hicks, medical sociologist, University of Adelaide, Australia
Ms Fennifer Fackson, philosopher, Director, Centre for Business and
Professional Ethics, University of Leeds, UK

Professor Ian Kennedy, President, Centre for Medical Law and Ethics,
King’s College, London, UK

Professor Rihito Kimura, lawyer, Waseda University, Japan

Dr Paula Kokkonen, lawyer, director of the National Board of
Medicolegal Affairs, Helsinki, Finland

Dr Simon Lundy, general practitioner, London, UK

Dr Maureen MacMillan, nurse, Edinburgh, UK

Professor Malcolm Macnaughton, obstetrician/gynaecologist, Glasgow
University, UK

Professor Maurizio Mori, philosopher, Consulta di Bioetica di Milano, Italy
Professor Ben Osuntokun, physician, University of Ibadan, Nigeria

Ms Naomi Pfeffer, medical sociologist, University of North London, UK
Professor Qui Ren-Zong, philosopher, Institute of Philosophy, Beijing, China
Dr Fanet Radcliffe-Richards, philosopher, Open University, Milton
Keynes, UK

Professor Pinit Ratanakul, physician, philosopher, Mahidol University,
Bangkok, Thailand

Dr Stella Reiter-Theil, physician, Akademie fur Ethik in der Medizin,
Georg-August-Universitat, Goettingen, Germany

Professor Povl Riis, physician, Herlev University, Chair of National Ethics
Committee, Denmark

Professor Daniel Serrao, physician, University of Porto Medical School,
Portugal

Professor Robert Selis, transplant surgeon, Director, Renal Transplant
Unit, Royal Liverpool University Hospital, UK

Professor Gamal Serour, obstetrician/gynaecologist, International Islamic
Center for Population Studies and Research, Cairo, Egypt

Professor W Shannon, general practitioner, Royal College of Surgeons of
Ireland Medical School, Dublin, Ireland

Professor Fack Stanley, philosopher, Lawrence University, Appleton,
Wisconsin, USA

Ms Fulie Stone, medical lawyer, Hempsons, London, UK

Dr Per Sundstrom, physician and philosopher, Ersta Institute for Health
Care Ethics, Sweden

Professor Fuan Carlos Tealdi, physician and philosopher, Fundacion
Mainetti, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Professor Henk Ten Have, physician and philosopher, Catholic University
of Nijmegen, the Netherlands

Professor Dr Guido Van Steendam, philosopher, International Forum for
Biophilosophy, Belgium

Professor Francisco Vilardell, physician and president of CIOMS,
Barcelona, Spain

Professor Fenifer Wilson-Barnett, nurse, Head of Department of Nursing
Studies, King’s College London, UK

Notice to subscribers

The Journal of Medical Ethics is published quarterly. The annual subscription rate is £80.00 for all countries. However, the rate in the USA
for subscribers who order directly from the publishers is $146, payable by cheque or the charge/credit cards listed below. Payment for all
other subscriptions may be made by VISA, Mastercard, or American Express or by sterling cheque or draft drawn on a UK bank. All pay-
ments should be made to the British Medical Journal. Subscription orders may also be placed with any leading subscription agent or
bookseller. For the convenience of readers in the USA, orders may be sent to the British Medical Journal, Box No 560B, Kennebunkport,
Maine 04046. All other orders and enquiries for airmail rates, single copy sales and advertising should be sent to British Medical Journal,
BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WCI1H 9JR, United Kingdom. Contributors: See page 126.

ISSN 0306-6800
Copyright © 1994 Journal of Medical Ethics. All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,

or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of
the Journal of Medical Ethics.



138 For debate: Psychiatric diagnosis, psychiatric power and psychiatric abuse

traditional political philosophy atrophies, and
instead we adopt the language of diagnosis and
treatment for analyzing the relations of the citizen to
the state. In turn, the abandonment of the
perspective of political philosophy explains the
pernicious disjoining of the mental patient’s rights
and responsibilities that has been the hallmark of
modern mental health legislation. Illustrative of this
phenomenon is the fact that the law treats both
institutionalized and deinstitutionalized mental
patients as competent to retain their right to vote,
but not competent to be held responsible for
violating the criminal law. “The abuse of greatness,’
Shakespeare remarks in Julius Caesar, ‘is when it
disjoins remorse from power’ (21). Similarly, the
abuse of power characteristic of the Therapeutic
State is that it disjoins liberty from responsibility.
Thus, when psychiatrists deprive innocent persons
of freedom (civil commitment), they abuse the right
to liberty; and when they excuse persons of crimes
(diminished capacity and the insanity defence), they
pervert the principle that persons are moral agents
who should be held accountable for their actions.

T S Szasz, MD, is Professor of Psychiatry Emeritus,
State University of New York Health Science Center,
New York, USA.

References

(1) Acton. J E E D. Letter to Bishop Mandel Creighton:
1887 Apr 5. In: Bartlett J, ed. Familiar quotations
[14th ed]. Boston: Little Brown, 1968: 750.

(2) Szasz T S. Noncoercive psychiatry: an oxymoron.
FJournal of humanistic psychology 1992; 31: 117-125.

(3) Fulford KW M, Smirmov A Y U, Snow E. Concepts

of disease and the abuse of psychiatry in the USSR.
British journal of psychiatry 1993; 162: 801-810.

(4) Fulford K W M. Moral theory and medical practice.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989.

(5) Jaspers K General psychopathology [7th ed]. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1946: 839-840.

(6) Gross H S. Psychiatry needs ways to communicate.
Psychiatric news 1993; 28: 13.

(7) Shaw G B. The doctor’s dilemma. Baltimore: Penguin,
1954: 16. First published 1913.

(8) Fulford K W M. 1993 Sept 15: personal com-
munication.

(9) Szasz T S. Toward the therapeutic state. New republic
1965 Dec 11: 26-29.

(10) Szasz T S. ‘More cruel than the gas chamber’. New
society 1971 Dec 16: 1213-1215.

(11) Szasz T S. Soviet psychiatry: the historical
background. Inquiry 1977 Dec 5: 4-5.

(12) Szasz T S. Soviet psychiatry: its supporters in the
West. Inquiry 1978 Jan 2: 4-5.

(13) Szasz T S. Soviet psychiatry: winking at psychiatric
terror. Inquiry 1987 Feb 6: 3-4. These five essays
(9-13) are reprinted in Szasz T S. The therapeutic
state: psychiatry in the mirror of current events. Buffalo,
NY: Prometheus Books, 1984.

(14) Szasz T S. Insanity: the idea and its consequences. New
York: Wiley, 1987.

(15) Szasz T S. Law, liberty, and psychiatry. Syracuse:
Syracuse University Press, 1989.

(16) Hobbes T. Leviathan. Edited by Oakeshott M. New
York: Macmillan, 1962: 202. First published 1651.

(17) Locke J. The second treatise of government, in Two
treatises of government. New York: Mentor, 1960: 350.
First published 1690.

(18) National Alliance for the Mentally Ill. NAMI members
on employment. NAMI advocate 1992; 13: 3.

(19) Minogue K. Pisher’s progress. National review 1989
Dec 31: 38.

(20) See reference (19): 39.

(21) Shakespeare W. Fulius Caesar Act 11, Sc 1, line 18.

News and notes

Postgraduate opportunities

Applications are invited by the Bioethics Research
Centre, Otago Medical School for enrolment in the
following postgraduate degrees: Master of Health
Sciences, Doctor of Philosophy, Diploma for
Graduates, Master of Medical Science and Bachelor of
Medical Science. Coursework provides the foundation

for a substantial thesis which can be theoretical or
applied.
The closing date for these programmes is November 1.
For information please write to: The Bioethics
Research Centre, Otago Medical School, PO 913
Dunedin, New Zealand. Tel. (64 3) 474 7977.
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Ethical Issues in Health Care

A conference for all health professionals, Ethical
Issues in Health Care, will be held at the Univer-
sity of Brighton on 21st and 22nd September this
year.

The conference is designed to encourage dialogue on
ethical issues in health care between health care
professionals and educators from the fields of nursing,

midwifery, medicine, physiotherapy and other
professions allied to medicine.
Workshops will include: Ethical issues and

communication; Teaching ethics to health professionals;
Rationing of health care, and Patient/client choice.

For further details please contact: Jackie Lawrence:
tel: 0892 823535 ext 3131; fax: 0892 823137.
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from Journal of Medical Ethics, BMA
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In March 1981 the JME adopted
a simplified ‘Vancouver style’ for

are given in
various issues, including December
1990. They are also available from
the editorial office. The full text
of the ‘Vancouver Agreement’ was
published in the British Medical
FJournal in 1988; volume 296;
401-405. As the ‘Vancouver style’
is incompatible with the long
established style of references for
legal articles, lawyers should use
their own standard style, but try to
facilitate reference by others. The
journal is multidisciplinary and
papers should be in clear jargon-
free English, accessible to any
intelligent reader.
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Wood Institute Research fellowships

The seven recipients of the 1994 Wood Institute
Research fellowships awarded by the College of
Physicians of Philadelphia are: Paul Berman, MD, The
Medical Mutual Improvement Society in  America,
1720-1835; Deborah  Franklin, University of
Pennsylvania, Controlling the Atom: the Impact of Ionizing
Radiation on Human Health, 1895-1942; Jennifer Gunn,
University of Pennsylvania, Controlling the Population:
Ideological Links among Contraception, Life Extension,
Public Health, and Population Policy; Lisa Herschbach,
Harvard University, The Hidden Civil War: Medical and
Literary Narratives from the Turner’s Lane Hospital; David
McCarter, University of Iowa, Medical Ideas and the
Popular Press in New England, 1680-1820; Jeffrey A
Mullins, Johns Hopkins University, The Moral Mind:
Agency, Psychology, and the Mind-Body Connection in
American Thought, 1790-1860, and Allison Pingree,
Harvard University, ‘It’s Two that Makes the Trouble’:
Figures of Replication in the Fiction of Mark Twain,
Sherwood Anderson, Eudora Welty, and Carson McCullers.

Established in 1787, the College of Physicians of
Philadelphia is one of the oldest honorary, private
medical academies in the United States. The resources of
this not-for-profit institution include a renowned Library,
the Mitter Museum and the Francis C Wood Institute
for the History of Medicine. The Wood Institute
fellowship programme enables scholars to spend time in
residence at the college in order to use its library and
museum. The fellowship programme is partially
supported by the Women’s Committee of the College of
Physicians, and supports research in the history of
medicine.

The 1994 Scholar-in-Residence fellowship of the
Wood Institute for the History of Medicine goes to
Dr David M Cantor. Dr Cantor received his BA and
PhD from the University of Lancaster, and is currently a
Research Fellow in the Department of the History of
Science, Medicine, and Technology at Johns Hopkins
University. He will be researching Neo-Hippocratism in
Inter-War British Medicine.




180 Ethical dilemmas for general practitioners under the UK new contract

(12) Williams A. Cost-effectiveness analysis: is it ethical?
Fournal of medical ethics 1992; 18: 7-11.

(13) McKinstry B. Paternalism and the doctor-patient
relationship in general practice. British journal of
general practice 1992; 42: 340-342.

(14) Menzel P T. Some ethical costs of rationing. Law,
medicine and health care 1992; 20: 57-66.

(15) Delamothe T. Getting rational over rationing. British
medical journal 1992; 305: 1240-1241.

(16) Wilker D. Ethics and rationing: ‘whether’, ‘how’, or
‘how much’. Journal of the American Geriatric Society
1992; 40: 398-403.

(17) Reagan M. Health care rationing: a problem in ethics
and policy. Journal of health politics, policy and law
1989; 14: 627-633.

(18) Horvath D G. The ethics of resource allocation.
Medical journal of Australia 1990; 153: 437-438.

(19) Smith R. Rationing: the search for sunlight. British
medical journal 1991; 303: 1561-1562.

(20) Engelhardt H T. Medical ethics for the 21st century.
Journal of the American College of Cardiology 1991; 18:
303-307.

(21) Kilner J F. Age as a basis for allocating lifesaving
medical resources: an ethical analysis. Fournal
of health politics, policy and law 1988; 13: 405-423.

(22) Higgins W. Rationing medical care. Family medicine
1991; 23: 292-295.

(23) Dixon J. US health care I: the access problem. British
medical journal 1992; 305: 817-819.

(24) Jeckner N S, Pearlman R A. An ethical framework for
rationing health care. Journal of medicine and
philosophy 1992; 17: 79-96.

(25) The ethics of resource allocation. Journal of
epidemiology and community health 1990; 44: 187-
190.

(26) Bain J. The new NHS. Budget holding: a step into
the unknown. British medical journal 1991; 302:
771-773.

(27) Bain J. Budget holding: the first 150 days in
Calverton. British medical journal 1991; 303:
907-908.

(28) Bain J. Budget holding in Calverton: one year on.
British medical journal 1992; 304: 971-973.

(29) Hannay D R, Usherwood T P, Platts M. Practice
organisation before and after the new contract: a
survey of general practices in Sheffield. British journal
of general practice 1992; 42: 517-520.

(30) Marinker M, Wilkin D, Metcalfe D H. Referral to
hospital: can we do better? British medical journal
1988; 297: 461-464.

News and notes

A two-day course for doctors, nurses and members of
research ethics committees to consider the ethical
and legal implications of undertaking randomised
controlled trials will be held at the British Postgraduate
Medical Federation (BPMF) Central Office, 33
Millman Street, London WCIN 3E], on the 22nd and
23rd of November 1994.

Sessions covering the rationale and need for controlled
trials, how they impinge on the doctor/patient relation-
ship, and the ethical and legal considerations which result
will be taken by Professor Michael Baum, Mrs Joan
Houghton, Dr Lesley Fallowfield, Mrs Angela Hall, Dr
Raanan Gillon, Mrs Claire Gilbert Foster and Mrs Diana
Brahams. Each session will include a lecture and

Randomised controlled trials:

ethical and legal issues

workshop or discussion time. Participants will be invited
to present cases of particular interest for discussion.

The course is non-residential but information on
accommodation can be provided.

In order to achieve an informal approach numbers
will be limited, so early application is advisable.

The course fee is £198 and includes meals and
refreshments. (PGEA approved: 12hrs Service
Management.)

Further details and application forms are available
from: Education Department, BPMF, 33 Millman
Street, London WCIN 3E]J. Tel: 071-831 6222 ext 155
or 071-405 5660 (24hr answerphone). Fax: 071-831
1387.
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The Institute of Medical Ethics: working
parties and medical groups

Working parties

The institute currently has two working
parties, one on the cthics of prolonging life
and assisting death and the other on the
cthical implications of AIDS. The working
party on the ethics of prolonging lifc and
assisting death has produced two
discussion papers: Assisted death, Lancer
1990; 336: 610-613; and Withdrawal of
life support from patients in a persistent
vegetative state, Lancer 19915 337: 96-98.

Medical groups

ABERDEEN MEDICAL GROUP

Dr M D McArthur, Department of
Medicine for the Elderly, Wood End
Hospital, Aberdeen ABY 2YS

BIRMINGHAM MEDICAL GROUP

Mr R Sawers,

Birmingham Maternity Hospital,
Quecen Elizabeth Medical Centre,
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TG

BRISTOL MEDICAL GROUP

Dr Oliver Russell, Reader in Mental
Health, Bristol University,
Department of Mental Health,

41 St Michael’s Hill,

Bristol BS2 8DZ

DUNDELE MEDICAL GROUP

Dr David B Walsh,

Consultant in Biochemical Medicine,
Ninewells Hospital,

Dundee DD1 9SY

EDINBURGH MEDICAL GROUP
Dr Brian Chapman,

Roval Infirmary of Edinburgh,
Lauviston Place,

Edinburgh EH3 9YW

GLASGOW MEDICAL GROUP

Dr E Hillan,

Department of Nursing Studies,
Glasgow University,

Glasgow G12 8QQ

LEEDS MEDICAL GROUP

Mr Brian Bentley, Principal of the School
of Radiography,

General Infirmary, Belmont Grove,
Leeds 1.S2 ONS

The working party on the ethical
implications of AIDS has produced four
discussion papers: HIV infection: the
cthics of anonymised testing and testing
pregnant women, Journal of medical ethics
1990; 16: 173-178; AIDS and the cthics
of clinical carc and treatment, Quarterly

Journal of medicine 19925 302: 419-126;

AIDS, cthics and clinical trials, British
medical journal 1992; 305: 699-701, and

LEICESTER MEDICAL GROUP

Dr R K McKinley,

Department of General Practice,
University of Leicester,
Leicester General Hospital,
Gwondolen Road,

Leicester LES 4PW

LIVERPOOL. MEDICAL GROUP

Dr Heather Draper,

I.ecturer in Health Promotion,
Department of General Practice,
Liverpool University, PO Box 147,
Liverpool 1.69 3BX

LLONDON

THE UNITED MEDICAL ETHICS GROUP
(GUY'S AND ST THOMAS'S HOSPITALS)
Dr Graham Clayden,

Reader in Paediatrics,

St Thomas's Hospital,

Lambeth Palace Road,

London SE1 7EH

THE ROYAL FREE ETHICS GROUPS
Dr Margaret Llovd,

Department of Public Health and
Primary Care, The Roval Free
Hospital School of Medicine,
Pond Street, London NW3 2PF

ST GEORGE'S MEDICAL GROUP

Dr N Eastman,

St George's Hospital Medical School,
London SW17 ORE

ST MARY'S HOSPITAL ETHICS FORUM
Jane ‘Tessier-Denham,

St Mary’s Hospital Ethics Forum,
St Mary’s Hospital Medical School,
Pracd Strect, London W2

AIDS and the cthics of medical confiden-
tiality, Jowrnal of medical cthics 19925 18:
173-179.

Each discussion paper was written on
behalf of the relevant working party by the
institute’s Research Director, Kenneth
Bovd.

MANCHESTER MEDICAL GROUP
Dr Geoftrey Jessup,

27 Oakwood Lane,

Bowden, Altrincham,
Cheshire WA14 3DL

NEWCASTLE MEDICAL GROUP

The Revd Bryvan Vernon, Anglican
Chaplain, Newecastle University,
Department of Primary Health Care,
School of Health Care Sciences,

The Medical School, Framlington
Place, Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4HH

NOTTINGHAM MEDICAL ETHICS GROUP
Dr T C O'Dowd,

Department of General Practice,
University Hospital and Medical
School, Clifton Boulevard, Nottingham
NG7 2UH

SOUTHAMPTON MEDICAL GROUP
T'he Revd 'T" Pinner,
8 Bassctt Close, Southampton SO2 3FP

Medical groups associated with the
Institute of Medical Ethics have been
established in British university teaching
hospitals. Each academic vear they arrange
programmes of lectures and symposia on
issues raised by the practice of medicine
which concern other disciplines. Although
these programmes are addressed primarily
to medical, nursing and other hospital stu-
dents they are open to all members of the
medical, nursing and allied professions.
There is no fee for attendance. Lecture
lists are available by direct application to
the appropriate co-ordinating secretary
named above. A stamped addressed A4
envelope would be appreciated.



SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES
OF LONDON

Mualignant Disease

Yorkshire Regional Cancer Organisation
Regional Working Group on Childhood
CONFERENCE FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

Diploma in the ETHICAL ISSUES

Philosophy of Medicine IN THE
TREATMENT OF

The next course will start on CHILDHOOD CANCER

Saturday 8 October 1994.
Thereatter sessions will be held on alternate

Saturday mornings until 1 July. Thursday 30 to Friday 31 March 1995
The fee for the course is £250. Parkway Hotel. Leeds

Details of the course are available from:

The Society of Apothecaries. Contact: Phillipa Kemp

Apothecaries” Hall. Black Friars Lane. Yorkshire Regiqnal Canc?f Organisation
London EC4V 6EJ Cookridge Hospital
Telephone 071 236 1180 Leeds LS16 6QB

Telephone: (0532) 924403 (direct line)

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNAECOLOGISTS

Registered Charity Noo 213280

ETHICS IN OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY
- FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE

30th November 1994

This meeting should be of interest to all postgraduate doctors.
It will include talks on the practice of medical ethies. whether money should influence medical
decisions. informed consent. the ethics of sex selection and problems of prenatal diagnosis.

Further details may be obtained from:
THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNAECOLOGISTS
27 SUSSEX PLACE, REGENT'S PARK, LONDON NW1 4RG
Telephone: 071 262 5425/402 2317 extension 245
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The Institute of Medical Ethics is an organisation for research,
education and information in the broad area of health care ethics. Itis
financed by grants from charitable bodies, government sources and
members’ subscriptions.

It was established as the Society for the Study of Medical Ethics, and
is an independent, non-partisan organisation for the dispassionate
multidisciplinary study of medico-moral issues raised by the practice
of medicine.

The institute aims to help improve the quality of both professional
and public discussion of medico-moral questions; to promote the
study of medical ethics; to promote high academic standards for this
ever developing subject; to encourage a multidisciplinary approach to
discussion of the consequences of clinical practice; to stimulate
research into specific problems, and to remain non-partisan and
independent of all interest groups and lebbies.

Institute reports include: The Ethics of Resource Allocation in Health
Care by Kenneth Boyd, on ethical issues arising from scarcity of health
care resources; Dilemmmas of Dying by Ian Thompson, on ethical issues
arising in the care of the dying, both published by the Edinburgh
University Press; Medical Research with Children: Ethics, Law and
Pracrice by Richard Nicholson, an analysis of the ethics of clinical
research investigations on children, published by the Oxford
University Press; Life Before Birth by Kenneth Boyd, Brendan
Callaghan and Edward Shotter, published by SPCK; Lives in th
Balance: the Ethics of Using Animals in Biomedical Research, edited by
Jane Smith and Kenneth Boyd, published by Oxford University Press;
Teaching and Learning Nursing Ethics, edited by Ursula Gallagher and
Kenneth Boyd, published by Scutari, and The Pond Report on the
Teaching of Medical Ethics, which was published directly for the
institute.

Among shorter recent institute reports are: Assisted Death, Lancer,
1990; HIV infection: the ethics of anonymised testing and of testing
pregnant women, Journal of Medical Ethics, 1990; and HIV infection
and AIDS: the ethics of medical confidentiality, Journal of Medical
Ethics, 1992, each written by the institute’s Research Director,
Kenneth Boyd, on behalf of institute working parties.

The institute derives from the London Medical Group, a student
group for the study of ethical issues raised by the practice of medicine
which, beginning in 1963, arranged a comprehensive programme of
lectures and symposia on such issues. Similar groups associated with
the institute are now established in university teaching hospitals at
Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Dundee, Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, London, Manchester.
Newcastle and Southampton.
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